COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 24th February 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
A M Lacey (Mayor)




Mrs J A Marrott (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




R D Phelps




J A Shaw


County Councillor P Chamberlain


District Councillor A Bensted 

APOLOGIES were received from Councillor C P Kay and District Councillor Mrs P Evans.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 27th January 2004 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct with the following amendments: -

Amendments to minute no. 244 of 27th January 2004

Councillor N Penny requested that a letter be sent to Forest of Dean District Council and Mr C Bath regarding signing and white lines in the Lords Hill Walk car park.

Councillor C Lusty’s report be amended to say Royal Forest Centre clients.

Proposed Councillor J Shaw

Seconded by all present

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

5.3 of agenda – Deputy Mayor Mrs J Marrott, Councillors C Elsmore, N Penny and J Shaw.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

246(a)
NEWLAND STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin advised that the working group had had two meetings firstly to look at the facilities and make a report of their findings.  The conveniences were very run-down and in need of repair.  At the second meeting the group had discussed options available.  A meeting with the District Council was arranged for 25th March.  Members of the group were very concerned over the costs of running the conveniences.

Councillor M Weston and District Councillor M Meredith-Edwards joined the meeting at 7.05pm.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

247.
PARISH NEWSLETTER

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey requested views on the Newsletters format from members.

Councillor N Penny put forward the suggestion of an A3 folded newsletter.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey suggested members form a working party and Councillors Mrs J Baynham, Mrs C Allaway-Martin and N Penny agreed to undertake this.

248.
EVENT LEAFLETS

A quotation of £798.50 for the design and printing of 15000 leaflets had been given by Whitehouse Press.  This was below the agreed budget and members unanimously agreed to the work being completed.

249.
COLEFORD PARTNERSHIP – RELEASE OF FUNDS FROM 

RESERVES

Following the presentation at last month’s meeting of the Council and the ‘in principal’ agreement by members to release some of the funds held in Reserves to the Coleford Partnership a formal proposal to release £5000 from the Community Centre fund to the Coleford Partnership was made by Councillor D Atherley and seconded by Councillor M Weston.

250.
MEMBERS ALLOWANCES & EXPENSES AS AFFECTED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MEMBERS ALLOWANCES) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2003


The National Association of Local Councils had produced a draft letter regarding the unfair and damaging consequences of the above Regulations in that they exclude co-opted members and non-councillors who are co-opted onto a committee.  The Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils was requesting that all Councils send this letter to their own Member of Parliament. 


Councillor D Atherley proposed that Coleford Town Council send such a letter to Diana Organ MP.  All Councillors agreed to this.

251.
NEWLAND STREET HOLIDAY LODGE DEVELOPMENT

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin advised that work on the site, known as the Blue Dyne site, had been dormant but very recently work had restarted.  The original plans had been looked at and although three lakes had been proposed it seemed that only one was now to be included.  There appeared to be no real plans for water management on the site.  Councillor Allaway-Martin, as a resident of the area, was visiting the District Council as she had concerns over soil movements.

Councillor M Weston noted that the new sewer had been laid across fields and expressed concerns should the sewer pipe be under the lake.

Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott suggested writing to the District Council regarding the plans for the lake.

Councillor J Shaw stated that the plans for the development had been approved in 1993 and also proposed that discussions be held with the District Council before much work had commenced.  Standards had changed since the development had been approved and negotiation could make changes to the arrangements.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin referred to the need for new developments to have a foul and surface water assessment paid for by the developer accompanying the outline plan and questioned how good the report would be when the developer had a vested interest and had such a report been submitted for this development.

County Councillor P Chamberlain advised that if the sewer pipe was now under the proposed siting of the lake Welsh Water would not allow it.  The plan was no longer viable.  The County Council were very soon to work on the footpath in the area.  It was pointless doing this if work was starting on the development.

Councillor Mrs Allaway-Martin referred to the proposed 16 space car park  near Furnace Cottage, the culvert and sewer pipe which would have visibility problems.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey suggested a full review of the plan with the District Council.  This was a historic plan and things had changed over the last eleven years.

252.
PUBLIC SEATING REPAIRS

Public seats requiring repairs/refurbishment had been listed.  A user group from Royal Forest Centre were prepared to carry out some of the work.  The cost would be mainly for materials.  Deputy Mayor Mrs J Marrott referred to the broken cast iron end on the seat in Sparrow Hill.  A new seat end would cost approximately £200.  If a new mould was required, which would be re-usable, the cost would be higher.  County Councillor Peter Chamberlain suggested that it would be more beneficial to have a new mould produced which would be re-usable.

Councillor C Elsmore proposed refurbishment of the public seating be carried out, where possible, by a working group from Royal Forest Centre.  Members were unanimous in their agreement. 

253.
MILKWALL PLAY AREA

Monmouthshire County Council had written to advise that during their regular checks of the play equipment minor repairs were required.  These had been costed at £70.

Councillor R Phelps requested that Monmouthshire County Council also check the wooden posts for cracks and gaps and refill where necessary to avoid accidents.

Members were unanimous in their decision.

254.
FOD CREDIT UNION – USE OF CHAMBER

The Chair of the Credit Union had written to the Council requesting that the Credit Union be allowed to use the Council Chamber, on a regular basis, to hold a collection point for their members.

Councillor J Shaw felt that this regular use would create a precedent for the use of The Town House.

Councillor D Atherley felt that the regularity of use would mean that the Chamber was unavailable for meetings or other use and agreed with Councillor Shaws comments.

Members agreed and instructed the clerk to respond advising that the Council was sorry but it could not give a commitment to regular use of its premises but would be happy to support the Credit Union to gain funding if advised who to write to.  Should emergency accommodation be required then the Council would consider support. 

255.
OFFICE SUB COMMITTEE MEETING

The Office Sub Committee had met earlier on the 24th February.  The transfer of monies unused in staff salaries budget to earmarked reserves to enable Burial Records to be transferred to computerised records was unanimously agreed.

Appropriate procedures for Councillors to follow in the course of their duties was highlighted for inclusion in a Risk Assessment.  Councillor N Penny advised that this had been included in the Publicity Risk Assessment.

256.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 10th February having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF1092/3/P (P0197/04/COU)
Change of use of vacant shop
No objections

17 Pyart Court


unit to restaurant/café

Old Station Way

Coleford

DF7877/C (P0287/03/FUL)
Alterations and extensions to 
No objections

Scowles Farm


dwelling.  Erection of a stable

Scowles Road


block and change of use of land

Scowles



to additional residential 





curtilage

Rsw/532/1/60/KP

Coleford Town Centre Phase 3
*See below for comments

Gloucestershire County Council

Shire Hall

Gloucester

DF7990/D


Variation of condition (g) of

Land adjacent:


DF7990/B to allow variation of

2 Woodville Avenue

car parking arrangements

Mile End

Coleford

Appeal By: Tendean Ltd

Planning Inspectorate Ref: APP/P1615/A/04/1139358

Room No: 3/07 Kite Wing

Starting Date: 2nd February 2004 

DF5523/A (P0196/04/FUL)
Alterations and extensions to
No objections

9 Marians Lane


dwelling

Berry Hill 

Coleford

DF2486/S (P0224/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension to
No objections

15 The Paddocks


dwelling 

Coleford

DF12867 (P0242/04/FUL)
Alterations and erection of a first
No objections

Rose Cottage


of a first floor extension to

32 Edenwall Road

existing dwelling

Milkwall

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal Ref: APP/P1615/A/03/1130088

Carlton House, Station Road, Milkwall, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7LH

Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal Ref: APP/P1615/H/03/1136153

12 St John Street, Coleford, Glos. GL16 8AR

Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed

*PHASE 3 COLEFORD TOWN CENTRE

Following a site visit and discussions with a group of members an updated plan had been received from Richard S Waters, Area Traffic Manager, GCC.

Members expressed great concerns that this new version still did not address many of the points previously raised and questioned having consultation if their views were disregarded.  The clerk was instructed to write to Richard S Waters requesting a further visit and meeting before a further draft plan was drawn up.

CORRESPONDENCE

257.
FOREST OF DEAN PARTNERSHIP – CONFERENCE 25th 

FEBRUARY – WHITEMEAD PARK


Councillors J Shaw and R Phelps would attend on behalf of the Council.

258.
BBC – BRASSED OFF BRITAIN

Councillor Mrs J Baynham advised that the response and filming in Littledean had been very successful.

259.
COPY LETTER FROM CROSSWAYS & SCOWLES ACTION GROUP TO GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL


County Councillor P Chamberlain referred to the planning conditions and that they must be adhered too.  The Action Group were monitoring the situation.

260.
BERRY HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL – 50th ANNIVERSARY 26th JUNE


The Anniversary celebrations in June would take place after elections for Mayor in May.  The clerk was instructed to reply to the school advising that a further response would be sent after the May meeting with the name of an attendee.  

261.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – REVIEW OF YOUTH SERVICE


Members noted that this document was held in the office.

262.
VISION 21 NEWSLETTER


Members noted that this newsletter had been received.

263. 
EMAIL – FORESTRY COMMISSION RE CAPPING OF MINE SHAFT


Details of this work in Coalway was noted by members.

264.
COPY LETTER RECEIVED FROM FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL FROM STANDARDS BOARD


A letter clarifying issues regarding registering and declaring membership of the Freemasons or a political party council association had been received.  Members noted the registration and declaration requirements.

265.
COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY – BUILDING ON WHAT’S SPECIAL (PHASE 2) – DRAFT STRATEGY


Members noted that this document was held in the office.

266.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – ENVIRONMENT BEST VALUE REVIEW


Consultation meetings had been arranged for 3rd March as part of the Best Value Service Review of the County Council’s planning service.  The clerk would attend as part of her training.

267.
WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL – GAPTC CONFERENCE 16th OCTOBER


The Council had confirmed that they agree to jointly host the GAPTC Conference at Bream Community Centre together with Coleford Town Council.

268.
FOREST OF DEAN CHILDRENS OPPORTUNITY CENTRE


The Centre had written inviting the Mayor to attend their celebrations on 24th April at the close of their partnership fund raising with GlaxoSmithKline.  The clerk was instructed to accept the invitation on behalf of the Mayor.

269.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT LTD


As a trading company of the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, members noted that the company was now available for contract work.

270.
DEAN HERITAGE MUSEUM – PREVIEW OF EXHIBITION BY A METAL ARTIST


A number of tickets had been received for members to attend the preview.

271.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – PROPOSED STREET NAMING


The District Council had received a proposal to name the new development in Lords Hill, Lords Gate.


Members had no objections to this.

272.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – RE MILE END CEMETERY


A letter from Amir Razvi, Technical Services Manager inviting attendance at a meeting together with representatives from local parish councils to discuss the principle of contributions to Mile End Cemetery.


Deputy Mayor Mrs J Marrott and Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin will attend on behalf of the Council.

273.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – PUBLIC CONVENIENCES


The public conveniences working group will meet with Mr T Perrin and Mr A Razvi to discuss Newland Street conveniences and contributions towards their upkeep at Forest of Dean District Council offices on 25th March at 11am.

274.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL RESOURCES DIRECTORATE MEDAL FOR COURAGE


Nominations are invited to recognise exceptional courage by Gloucestershire residents.

275.
GRCC – COMMUNITY PROJECT PLANNING


A training evening will take place in Minsterworth on 11th March.

276.
MEMBERS REPORTS

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey advised that, on behalf of the Council, he had attended and welcomed over 40 attendees to a meeting on 19th February, organised by the Coleford Partnership, to discuss Coleford sewer and Whitecliff brook issues and work to resolve the situation for the Coleford area.

The Mayor thanked the Partnership for hosting the meeting attended by Dr Carolyn Jackson, MEP that had brought together representatives from the many interested parties.   

Any evaluation of the meeting would not be able to be assessed for some months until further meetings and discussions had been held between agencies.  It is hoped that an outline agreement between Welsh Water and the District Council to work together will lead to some progress.   A strategic review was necessary.

Dr Jackson expressed doubts as to whether the public authorities were fulfilling their duties under European regulations and directives.  The District Council has the responsibility for watercourses and the Environment Agency for testing rivers.  Elected District Council members were very shocked when shown pictures of flooding. 

Mrs Patricia Lawrence advised that Mrs Diana Organ MP was working to get an adjournment debate in Parliament.

With goodwill by elected members of the Town Council, District Council and County Council, Welsh Water and the District Council will agree to the MEP’s suggestion that they cease to pursue legal action and look for progress through arbitration.

Some officers of the District Council had already received a copy of the Valley Brook Risk Assessment and their reaction was very positive.  The Mayor expressed thanks and congratulations to Dr D Martin who had produced the report and hoped that some positive moves would come from the report. 

Councillor M Weston had met with members of the party walking the Whitecliff Brook area on 19th March.  He proposed that a letter be sent to the District Council requesting water sampling in six points between Coleford and the point of entry into the Wye during both wet and dry conditions and that copies of test results be forwarded to Coleford Town Council.

Councillor John Shaw seconded this.

Councillor Weston advised that new sandbags had been given to properties in Newland Street/Whitecliff but these had been placed over the old bags thus contaminating the new ones and requested that the County Council remove these and replace.

Councillor N Penny’s written report noted that he had attended a meeting of the Forest of Dean Local Strategic Partnership Tourism Task Force.  It is hoped that this group will gain great momentum and achieve some high key schemes across the area.

No further progress had been made with the website and Councillor Penny requested that this be made an agenda item for the March meeting.

The Coleford Events leaflet had been updated and will be printed in early March and work was almost complete on the Coleford Guide which will be ready for distribution in mid March.

Councillor Carole Allaway-Martin’s written report on a meeting of the Forest of Dean Road Safety Liaison Group noted the draft Road Safety Plan for 2004/5 and its main themes of Child Safety, speed reduction, drink, drugs and drowsiness, the elderly, the vulnerable and high risk behaviour.  Current issues were deer strikes and speed restrictions or better management of deer and inappropriate fog-light usage.

277.
ACCOUNTS

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.56pm.

IN COMMITTEE


Councillor C Lusty spoke of drug related problems in the King George V area and that a specific car had been noted.


He also advised that the Buchanan Recreation Ground committee had received a bequest which together with the grant from the Town Council and matched funding would be of great help in their work.

277.
ACCOUNTS

2212 Skip-it








  50.00

2213 OfficeStar







  73.56

2214 Forest of Dean District Council – HERS Scheme

          6000.00

2215 Ernest Heal & Sons – Bins





105.75

2216 Cancelled







      -

2217 Monmouthshire County Council – checks Milkwall Play Area
211.50

2218 V G Mitchell – Salary February




          1132.34

2219 C Wilkins – Salary February 





588.20

2220 Gloucestershire County Council – Pension Fund


401.76

2221 Inland Revenue – Salaries February




421.86

2222 Society Local Council Clerks – Membership



  97.00

2223 Coleford Domestic Appliances – Urn and Microwave


  94.00

2224 npower – Office







  52.17

2225 npower – Cemetery






  10.31

2226 npower – Pavilion






  62.19

2227 Cash – Petty Cash






100.00

2228 Shane Ball Gardening Services – February 



193.67

High Interest Account

10/02/04 Gross Credit Interest





211.02

27/02/04 Norwich Union Monthly Income




  10.11

Current Account

05/02/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Miles/Carruthers)



290.00

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.56pm.
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